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Corrigenda to : « Equus grevyi. By C.S. Churcher
Mammalian species No. 453 »
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* Department of Zoology, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario. Canada M5S [Al and Depart-
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Eisenmann notced that the skull used to illustrate £quus grevyi by Churcher
(1993) appeared to be from a Plain's zebra (E. quagga). The skull originated from the
eastern side of Lake Turkana near Allia Bay, Kenya, and was donated to Churcher by
the Kenya Game Department and provided with an export permit as £. grevyi. In East
Turkana both Grevy's and Plain's zebras (E. quagga granti) coexist. Churcher conside-
red its small size to represent intraspecific variation and accepted the Game Depart-
ment's identification. The skull has since been reexamined by Churcher and
Eisenmann's suspicions of its £. quagga identity substantated. The skull is not as elon-
gated or dolichochippine as in £. grevyi (Azzaroli 1966, plates, 37-39, 46 ; Eisenmann
1980, plate I) and has a narrower supraoccipital crest (Eisenmann 1980 ; Groves and
Willoughby 1981). Unlike in E. grevyi. there are no infundibula (cups or marks) in the
lower incisors. lacking also in many Plain's zebras (Eisenmann 1979a. plate I; Groves
and Willoughby 1981). and no plis protostylid on the lower P2's. The protostylid is a
specially reliable diagnostic character tor E. grevyi, since it is present on 78 % of the
lower P2. and on 97 % of the lower dP2 (Eisenmann 1976, 1981, 1983).

The condylo-basal length of 493 mm is too small for a Grevy's zebra in which the
basilar length (about 40 mm shorter than the condylo-basal length) varies between 485
and 560 mm. mean 331.7, n =51 (Eisenmann 1980, tabl. 25). A basilar length of
455 mm falls within the observed range for a sample of 91 North of Zambesi Plain's
zebras (£. quagga granti and E. quagga boehmi) : 405 to 480 mm, mean 435.9 mm
(Eisenmann 1980, tabl. 27). Similarly, the occlusal lengths of the upper and lower
cheekreeth for the figured skull (149 and 151 mm, respectively) are smaller than the
observed mimima in ranges tor tooth rows in 51 skulls and 43 mandibles of £. grevy:
(from 160 to 183 mm [mean : 173.3] tor the upper, and from 156 to 187 mm [mean :
173.7] for the lower tooth rows) and agree better with the observed ranges in 91 skulls
of northern Plain’s zebras. from 124 to 160 mm for the upper and lower tooth rows
(means = 143.1 and 144.7, respectively).

Plis caballins are not « absent or weak » in £. grevyi as Churcher (1993) states ;
this statement should have read « present or weak » (cf. « usually present but may be
vestigial », Churcher and Richardson 1978 : 407). They are present in 80 % of 48 pre-
molars, and may reach a length of 4 mm (Eisenmann 1980 : 83).

Eisenmann (1979b) described the third metapodials of 21 E. grevyi as not only lon-
ger and more slender, but also deeper (anteroposteriorly) than those of 25 Plain's zebras,
contra McMahon (1975) who found that the anteroposterior relative thickness of one
MCIII of Grevy's zebra was intermediate between two MCIII of Plain's zebras. Robb

Mammalia, t. 61, n° 2, 1997 : 263-265.



264 MAMMALIA 265

(1936) found that splint metapodiais (II and V) in monodacrtyl horses are equally redu-
ced in length in relation to the central metapodials (IID, contra Groves (1974) who states
that in E. grevyi the splint bones are much less reduced than in other extant equids.
Eisenmann (1992) and Forsten and Eisenmann (1995) considered that the Pliocene
North American Equus stmplicidens should not be reterred to the subgenus Dolichohip-
pus as the basicranial proporuons of these two species differ strongly. In Equus simpli-

cidens the distance from the vomer notch to foramen magnum is much shorter than in
E. grevyi.
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